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and disembarked an hour before daylight. While the
Spaniards were still sleeping, the assailants began pillaging
the houses, which were partly of wood and partly of reeds,
roofed with palm leaves. The sailor, with some Frenchmen,
repaired to the house of the judge who had had him flogged,
and by repeated stabs killed him. Then some went scouring
in one direction and some in another. The greater part of
the Spaniards fled, some were killed, others were made pri-
soners ; and thus the town of Carfhagena was taken, pil-
laged, and burnt; yielding a booty to the French, between
the spoils and the ransoms of the Spaniards, of a hundred
and fifty thousand gold ducats.
Other French ships, both before and after, have haunted
that coast, taking and sacking Sta. Martha, Capo la Vela,
and other places. And to make an end of the actions of the
French: while the pearl fishery flourished in Cubayua, one
of their ships arrived there, and being detected by the
Spaniards, they seized two country boats, and putting fifty
Indians into them with their bows and arrows, giving them
to understand that the people on board were unnaturally
vicious, and if they did not endeavour to kill them they
would leap on shore, and seizing the natives would make
infamous use of them. The Indians did not wait to hear
more, but went immediately towards the ships. The French
seeing them coming, were staring at the new naked people,
perhaps thinking they were only going to look at them, or to
barter for pearls; but when they got close to the ship, they
began to throw their darts and wounded some of them. The
French knew more about the pearls fished up around that
island than of the poisonous herb that the natives use; as
soon as they felt themselves wounded, and found that
those darts were mortal, they immediately hoisted sail and
went away. Nor, as far as I have heard, has any French
ship ever ventured to that island again. In this manner
it was, and with this cunning, that the greatly frightened